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     Communityour

2020 in Review
Despite Restrictions, a Successful Year

Another year is behind us. 2020 was memorable in many 
ways, finding us all having to adapt our lifestyle. I hope 
the world will return to a sense of normalcy in 2021. 

Despite the many challenges to Lake Holiday residents due to 
Covid-19 mandated restrictions, closure of many amenities, 
incidents of vandalism and a few unruly teens, it was gratifying 
to see the community pull together in these troubled times. 

2020 was a successful year for LH in that we are in a sound financial position allowing 
accelerated debt payoff of the golf course purchase.  The lake did not have any major 
environmental issues and was restocked with several thousand fish. The food trucks were a 
big hit with the community as were the many events sponsored by the Activities Committee, 
including the drive-thru Easter Egg giveaway, teen movie night on the beach, Trunk-or-treat, 
Fall Fest, and new this year, Winter Wonderland.  The Fourth of July fireworks spectacular 
and boat parade, as always, were enjoyed by all. 

Other LH committees kept us on track for safety, planning, property inspections, finances, 
and compliance of the rules. The volunteer ladies gardening group, along with Maintenance, 
landscaped the front entrance and Clubhouse with flowers and rocks. Two free mulch 
giveaways were a big success, with  community members loading up everything from five-
gallon buckets to flatbed trailers. An informative Town Hall on Community Safety was offered 
with in-person attendance precautions as well as live-streaming. 

Lake Holiday experienced a good amount of home sales. With all the offered amenities and 
good management, home prices continued to be strong over the past year in this desirable 
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location. While Section 8A has been turned mostly into common area—minimizing any growth 
and keeping it open space for the next generation—there are still several hundred privately-
owned lots.

New mowers and other maintenance equipment were replaced this past year. The work trucks 
will be evaluated for possible replacement this coming year. As the snow from the first major 
storm melts away, the Maintenance team did, and will continue to do an excellent job clearing 
the roadways. 

As of January 1, 2021, Board Director Robert Middleton will step aside for personal reasons. 
The Board will discuss whether to appoint an immediate replacement or wait until the annual 
election in October to fill the position. 

Because of the disrupting challenges we all faced, I, for one, am not sad to see 2020 come to a 
close. However, all of us on the Board are looking forward to an exciting year of lake life with 
the improvements to Beach II, the official opening of the Dog Park, the redesign of the marina, 
and the opening of new walking trails. While Lake Holiday continues to grow and prosper in 
2021, the Board hopes 2021 brings less restrictions as the new vaccines take effect. 

In the meantime: Stay Safe! 
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Our Golden Pond
A recent early evening setting sun created this surreal scene of  nature
 casting a golden glow on Lake Holiday. (Photo by Peggy McClurken)
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notice to community
Several community members have expressed interest in operating a food 
concession in the space located on the bottom level of the clubhouse presently 
occupied by the snack shop.  The Lake Holiday Board of Directors is requesting 
that anyone interested in renting this space to operate a food service for the 
community please submit a business proposal along with contact information 
to office@lakeholidaycc.org by 5 p.m. on January 15, 2021.

Help Keep plumbing lines Clear
Aqua asks consumers to help by not flushing wipes

Aqua’s Department of  Water and Wastewater Utilities reminds Lake Holiday residents of  the vital role 
they play in preventing wastewater overflows and backups. As many people use disinfectant wipes to 

help prevent Covid-19, Aqua asks homeowners not to flush these wipes down the toilet but rather to dispose 
of  them in the trash instead. Even wipes labeled as flushable don’t break down and can cause backups in 
household plumbing and larger blockages in wastewater collection systems. Aqua also asks consumers not to 
flush tissues, napkins or paper towels, which can also cause clogs in pipes.

Colleen Arnold, the president who oversees Aqua’s eight-state water and wastewater utilities, thanks consumers 
for their understanding and cooperation. “Our dedicated employees at all of  our Aqua utilities are focused on 
ensuring the continued reliability and safety of  water and wastewater systems for the people and communities 
we serve,” she said. “We appreciate our customers helping us maintain our wastewater operation reliability 
in this way.”

Aqua also reminds consumers to keep household sinks and drains clear of  fat, oil and grease. Aqua offers the 
following tips to help keep pipes in homes and businesses clear of  clogs:

• Never pour cooking grease down sink drains or into toilets.
• If  you have leftover cooking grease, carefully pour the warm, not hot, grease into a metal can, wait for 

it to cool, and dispose of  it in the trash.
• Keep strainers in sink drains to catch food scraps and other solids.
• Scrape food scraps and grease into a trash can.

Garbage disposals do not keep fat, oil and grease out of  plumbing systems or prevent clogs. While these items 
go down the drain as liquids, they solidify and, over time, can completely block pipes and cause raw sewage 
backups in homes and overflows in streets.
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Around our Grounds

Lake Holiday’s Hiking Trails
Part I I

by Frances Coates

In Part II of this three-part series on Lake Holiday’s 
Hiking Trails, three more trails are featured along with 

a comment on the difficulty in each trail’s description. 
Remember that walking in the mountains involves a 
variety of terrain. 

Finding the trails can be confusing at first as 
the roads are unmarked. (Note: Walking the 
unmarked, unpaved roads leading to each 
trail often will be an easier hike.)  A map of 
hiking trails in sections 8A and 9 is not yet 
on the new Lake Holiday website.  Google 
Maps is one source of the names of the 
roads in this area of our community. The 
trails are in an area where GPS service 
on your cell phone may not be reliable.

PIONEER TRAIL
From the gate at the intersection of Lakeview and Green 
Leaf Drives, stay on Lakeview until you reach the trail sign 
on the left.  Several painted kindness rocks have been 
placed on the trail sign.

Trail Description: You are more likely to see deer 
along this trail than people. Red oak acorns, a 
food source for deer were found. Newer blue 
markings on the trees are visible along the trail 
that at first slopes gently up and down. You will 
pass an area of arching stems of berry plants and 
then see a pond below.  After passing the Deer 
Run Trail sign, with no leaves on the trees, you 
will have a panoramic view of the gully. Walking 
down is easier to hike than the return climb up 
the first hill.  At the top of the second hill is a 

                                 (Continued)
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Pioneer Pond as seen from trail above.



very old cemetery. Readable dates on the stones 
ranged from 1829-1890.  The bench to rest and 
contemplate is one indication that people over the 
years have maintained this burial area. The trail will 
connect with the Woods Road Trail before meeting 
the end of the Isaacs Creek Trail. Whitacre Road, 
the boundary for Lake Holiday at that point will be 
visible at the bottom of the hill near Isaacs Creek. 
Estimated length: 1 mile.

DEER RUN TRAIL
The Deer Run Trail sign is found by following Pioneer 
Trail, beyond the small pond.  The sign for this trail 
will be on right.

Trail Description: The trail goes slightly up hill then 
quickly disappears near a collection of large stones.  
The map shows the trail going further to meet the 
Woods Road Trail. This trail needs maintenance.

WOODS ROAD TRAIL
From the gate at the intersection of Lakeview and 
Green Leaf Drive, follow Lakeview almost to the 
locked back gate at Whitacre Road.  The trail sign 
will be on the left.
  
Trail Description: Woods Road Trail is an easy 
mostly level walk for at least the first half mile. 
This is a noticeably wider trail at the start of the 
trail. Google maps show a road that traces the 
trail path. Dried grasses, and thickets of Japanese 
Barberry and Autumn Olive fill either side of the 
trail—a visible sign of invasive species filling land, 
eventually crowding native foliage and trees. This 
is the one trail where sound of cars driving by on 
Whitacre Road might be heard.

To be continued in next month’s newsletter….
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Blue markings are visible on the trees along 
Pioneer Trail as it slopes gently up and 
down.

Woods Trail provides an easy, mostly level 
walk, with visible signs of invasive species 
of foliage on both sides of the path.



Know Your Zone:
emergencY evacuation routes 

bY cathY melcher

It’s important to know the primary and secondary evacuation routes if an incident requires 
residents to quickly exit the Lake Holiday community. These routes are as follows: 

• Main gate leading to Redland Road (Route 701) – exit route is always open. 
• Lakeview Drive leading to Whitacre Road (Route 703) – notification is sent when 

the gate is open (see map). 
• South Lakeview Drive leading to Ebenezer Church Road (Route 705) – notification 

is sent when the gate is open (see map). 

Signs were installed in 2020 that clearly identify the evacuation routes for the Glen Wood/
Southside area and the North Wood Hills/Oak Ridge back gate. Lake Holiday’s grader crew 
continues to make improvements to the roads leading to the exit and Beach III.

The above map shows the emergency exit on Lakeview Drive leading to Whitacre Road (upper left)
 and the emergency exit on South Lakeview Drive leading to Ebenezer Church Road (lower right). 
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From Our Master Planning Committee



Winter  Wonderland
Even ing  With  San ta  De l i gh t s  Chi ld ren

by Carol Traczyk

Lake Holiday’s Winter Wonderland 2020 
was described as “a wonderful family event 

that brought joy to more than 100 children.” 
As the final event of  the year sponsored by 
the Activities Committee, the Clubhouse was 
transformed into a dazzling winter showplace 
complete with Santa, Mrs. Claus, and the 
Grinch.  

Committee member Brittany Barrow proposed 
the idea and spearheaded the project along 
with a few volunteers in an effort to share the 
holiday spirit with the community in a year of  
pandemic restrictions. Resident Rene Picota, 
as Santa, met and was photographed with the 

Flanked by an inflatable gingerbread man, 
Brittany Barrow, organizer of  Winter Wonderland, 

poses with fiance Erich Artis.                                 (Continued)
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From Our Activities Committee



children, while Stephanie Ryan as Mrs. Claus helped each child select a piece of  jewelry from her 
own collection to give as a gift on Christmas morning.  Meanwhile, David Langston, playing the 
Grinch, made an appearance. All the kids were given a treat bag with candy and a Christmas cookies, 
beautifully decorated by talented committee member Dorothy Long.  

Many  thanks to Brittany and her elf  squad for organizing this outstanding event. The time, effort, and 
commitment paid off  with notes of  appreciation, such as the following, on our community Facebook 
pages:

“It was a wonderful evening!! Thanks so much for all your planning and work to pull this together. You’ve 
made a lot of  kids happy today.”

“Simply beautiful! Our community is fortunate to have people like you who work to make it special!”
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Speed Limits, Traffic Regulations
Being Enforced in Lake Holiday

 
by Cathy Melcher

D rivers who exceed the posted 25 mph speed limit and/or fail to stop at a stop sign can be 
assessed a fee for each violation by our Compliance Committee or receive a traffic citation 

from a Frederick County Sheriff ’s officer. 

A traffic study conducted by the Sheriff ’s Department in 2018 recorded 25,248 speed violators and 
a community study in 2019 recorded 4,054 violators (drivers exceeding 31 mph). 

From November 1 through 31, 2020, on Masters Drive alone, 1,960 violators were recorded. One 
vehicle was driving 52 mph and another 63 mph through a 25-mph speed limit community. 

Actions to curb speeding include electronic speed monitors, security roving patrols and beginning 
in 2021, Fredrick County Sheriff ’s officer patrols. In our community, a speed monitor has been on 
Masters Drive collecting information. Masters Drive is one of our other major thoroughfares into 
and out of the community.

You can protect lives by complying with the speed limit and all traffic signage. 
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From Our Safety Committee

How to Safely Share the Road

Throughout the Commonwealth of Virginia, motorists, bicyclists and pedestrians have 
mutual rights and responsibilities. However, motorists should always yield the right of 

way to pedestrians and bicyclists. 

Question: What is the proper direction for runners, walkers and dog walkers to face in 
our community?
Answer: WALK LEFT! 

If there is no sidewalk or shoulder, pedestrians must walk on the left side of the roadway, 
facing traffic, as close as possible to the outside edge of the roadway. When two or more 
pedestrians are on the roadway, walk single file when a car approaches you. Use extreme 
caution when crossing roadways, particularly on sharp or blind curves. 

Question: When riding a bicycle, which direction should the rider be facing? 
Answer: RIDE RIGHT! 

Bicycles are considered vehicles and are to be ridden on the right side of the road, with 
traffic. Like motorists, bicyclists and pedestrians are subject to the Code of Virginia section 
on motor vehicles (Title 46.2). 

Take a few minutes to review this important information with your children by visiting 
www.sharevaroads.org. 

http://www.sharevaroads.org.


All  Decked Out
Residents  Showcase  Their  Hol iday Homes

Kelley and Zach Lusby

Chris and Tricia Landis

Allegra Enochs
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 FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS
NOVEMBER 2020

Treasurer’s
REPORT
  by  Ed Noble
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CASH BASIS REVENUE



CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECT
NOVEMBER 2020
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by Mike Goodwin

The Lake Holiday Country Club General Manager is responsible for coordinating the efforts and 
managing road maintenance during times of  inclement weather conditions. The Maintenance 
Supervisor directs onsite activities during actual winter weather events and communicates and 
updates the GM regarding progress and issues during such events.

During its long tenure, the Association has reviewed a wealth of  documentation regarding best management 
practices (BMPs) as it pertains to road maintenance/management.  In addition, Association representatives 
have consulted with various representatives of  the Virginia Department of  Transportation, Winchester City 
Public Works, and Frederick County Public Works in an effort to stay up-to-date with the latest best manage-
ment practices being utilized in the Northern Virginia region. The current Lake Holiday Maintenance Team 
is intimately familiar with the difficulties and logistics involved in keeping LHCC roadways safe during such 
weather events, having a combined total of  more than 55 years’ experience addressing winter weather impacts 
to the LHCC roadways.

The combined sum of  knowledge both from relevant staff experience and from the wealth of  cumulative data 
gathered from various transportation departments and municipalities, has led to the following conclusions 
which help guide specific actions during winter weather events:

• Plowing less than an inch of  snow is largely ineffective, and it requires the removal of  road-pro-
tecting plow shoes. Plowing in an attempt to consistently hit bare pavement may cause unnecessary 
wear and damage to road surfaces and to the very expensive equipment and vehicles being utilized 
in snow removal efforts.

• There is no real appreciable value in plowing roads unless accumulations exceed approximately 
1-inch of  snow. LHCC generally begins plowing when accumulations reach this threshold.

• Solid chemical treatments such as calcium chloride, salt, and magnesium chloride are intended 
for ice removal and are also beneficial in the removal of  packed snow that may remain after plow-
ing has ended. Many of  these chemical treatments become largely ineffective when temperatures 
fall below 15-degrees Fahrenheit. With this mind, LHCC treats areas of  packed snow with such 
chemicals as necessary, once plowing has been completed.

• Chemicals are neither intended for nor are they effective in the removal of  falling snow. Small 
amounts of  snow and ice accumulation do not provide the moisture needed to effectively spread 
such chemicals out over the road’s surface and, under such conditions, chemicals may prove inef-
fective. This is compounded by the relatively light traffic on many of  LHCC’s roads, as traffic helps 
to spread such chemicals out on the road’s surface.

Lake Holiday Snow Removal:
Protocols and Procedures

From Our General Manager
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• The application of  grit to roadways is best done after snowfall has ended or when accumulations 
are minimal and additional accumulations are not expected. LHCC utilizes grits #8 – #10 as is ap-
propriate for the Association’s spreader equipment. This size grit will quickly become encapsulated 
by falling snow and will be of  little effect if  applied during periods of  active snowfall.

Though ineffective for extended periods of  time 
during active snowfall, grit does improve traction 
temporarily during active snow, and is generally 
applied to intersections and hills as those areas are 
plowed in order to provide better traction for the 
plow trucks and for our motorists.

Lake Holiday’s winter weather road maintenance 
protocols reflect these realities, detail priorities 
during such storms, and recognize that roads 
will likely not be clear during an active weather 
event. The protocol also states that it will be the 
policy of  LHCC to have roadways plowed within 
18 hours of  the end of  a snowfall (when plowing 
is appropriate), and that a bare road policy is not 
always possible during times of  winter weather. 
It’s of  paramount importance that drivers exer-
cise extreme caution when driving our roadways 
during and immediately following these inclement 
weather events.

You may read these protocols in PDF form at the following link: LHCC Snow Removal Protocols.

In summation, during winter weather events all actions taken are consistent both with the LHCC published 
protocols and with Virginia Department of  Transportation guidance for State secondary roads. Despite this, 
we understand that there will always be people who are not completely satisfied with the outcomes of  our ef-
forts. However, at no time will safety be compromised for the sake of  saving money. We have excellent equip-
ment. We have an outstanding and experienced crew who are very dedicated to getting our roadways cleared 
for our residents during these storm events. Management and staff are very responsive to the feedback from 
the community if  areas need further attention. You may reach us via email and phone, details are on our 
linked Lake Holiday Contact Us Page.

We hope this information answers many questions we often receive, proves useful to you, and we wish you safe 
travels.

Lake Holiday’s road maintenance during winter 
weather events, such as the one shown here, is 

consistent with the our published protocols and the 
Virginia Department of Transportation guidelines

 for secondary roads. 
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http://lakeholidaycc.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/LHCC-Snow-Removal-Protocols.pdf?mc_cid=38fd9fd7dc&mc_eid=084ad856f8
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  Our Groups
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   srvaughan10@gmail.com

       Stephanie Vaughan
      Instructor

  YOGA  CLUB
Every Monday 
5:30 - 6:30 p.m.
In Clubhouse

St R e t c h,  St R e n g t h & Ba l a n c e
Indoor Fall and Winter Schedule 2020-21

Classes meet Wednesdays, 1:30-2:30 p.m. 
Bring your own mat!

There is a nominal fee per class.

For more information, call Stephanie at
 540-869-6000 or 540-303-3626

or email: srvaughan10@gmail.com. 
To sign up online go to 

www.splashinternational.com, then go to Classes. 

mailto:srvaughan10%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.splashinternational.com


Our Sponsors
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Our Sponsors
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Swimming and Aquatic Exercise Products and Training

Swim Lessons at One Life Year Round
Water Aerobics Classes

Swimwear & Water Fitness Products (online)

Aquatic Apparel and Equipment
Exercise Classes at Lake Holiday

splashinternational.com .com/splashintlinc

CHECK OUT 
OUR PRODUCTS

ONLINE

For More Info, 540-869-6000

http://www.Lisa@LisaCoxHomes.com
mailto:Stevehamsr%40aol.com?subject=
http://westfallcleaningservices.net
http://www.splashinternational.com
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January 2021
Community Calendar of  Events

For a full and current listing of  Events click here:

JANUARY CALENDAR

Our Sponsors

https://lakeholidaycc.org/calendar/
mailto:fshaffer10142000%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.TheTeresaTeam.com
http://Mydailychoice.com/JHPS162

